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Letter	from	the	Executive	Director:	
In	2021,	we	started	four	new	projects:		 	
	

1. We	expanded	our	in-school	literacy	outreach	by	launching	Big	Book	Days.	At	
these	events,	we	bring	500	books	to	giveaway	at	a	school	in	a	single	day.	Last	
year,	we	reached	three	new	schools	and	1,500	students.	

2. 	We	made	a	commitment	to	the	Friends	of	the	Aptos	Public	Library	to	
sponsor	the	children’s	reading	garden	of	the	soon-to-be	remodeled	Aptos	
branch	in	memory	of	Coco	and	other	children	our	community	lost	too	soon.	
We	have	pledged	to	raise	$70,000	by	the	year	2024.		

3. We	began	a	partnership	with	County	Park	Friends	and	the	Pajaro	Valley	
Unified	School	District’s	Extended	Learning	Program	to	provide	thousands	of		
free	books	to	students	attending	“Roving	Ranger”	in-school	field	trips							

4. We	agreed	to	sponsor	the	composting	station	at	Emeril	Lagasse’s	Culinary	
Garden	and	Teaching	Kitchen	at	Starlight	Elementary	School,	pledging	
$10,000	to	the	project.	

	
We	are	still	feeling	the	impacts	of	the	pandemic,	and	didn’t	host	out	Spring	fun	run	
or	our	pasta	dinner	this	year.	We	were	able	to	return	to	our	summer	book	
giveaways	at	the	Watsonville	Farmer’s	Market,	and	we	held	a	wonderful	fundraiser	
in	December	featuring	the	music	of	the	wonderful	local	musician,	mogen.		
	
We	remain	honored	that	our	community	continues	to	support	our	work	during	
another	unusual	year.	We	appreciate	all	the	volunteers,	donors,	librarians	and	more	
who	helped	us:	make	seed	bombs,	stock	little	free	libraries,	clean	beaches,	prepare	
our	books	for	students	and	so	much	more.		
	
Love,	
Kate	Pavao	
Executive	Director		
info@livelikecoco.com	
	
	
	
  



2021 Financial Health 
 

Total Assets (No Liabilities) as of Dec 31st, 2020: $46,274.56 
Total Assets (No Liabilities) as of Dec 31st, 2021: $74,394.44 

 
 
 

Total Donations Received:  $ 81,499.81  
(53% increase compared to 2020) 
 
Total Giving: $ 63,796.33 
(104% increase compared to 2020) 
 
Operating Expenses:  $   9,563.96  
(13% increase compared to 2020) 
 
  



 

 
 
	



 
**Donation made in Dec of 2021. Will reflect in 2022 Profit & Loss due to Cash Accounting 

  



 
Highlights	

Delivered	nearly	14,000	books	to	the	community.	
We	gave	out	books	to	students	through	
our	Birthday	Books	from	Coco	program,	and	
distributed	free	books	to	our	Little	Free	Libraries,	
the	Watsonville	Farmer's	Market	and	to	youth	
programs	such	as	CASA	.	

	
Pledged	$70,000	to	sponsor	a	Children’s	Reading	

Garden	at	the	Aptos	Public	Library.	We	wrote	our	first	check	for	$20,000	in	
December	and	will	complete	this	pledge	by	2024.		
	
Donated	more	than	$20,000	to	support	local	non-profit	organizations.	We	
completed	our	sponsorship	of	a	grove	through	Save	the	Redwood	and	we		are	
funding	a	composting	station	at	the	Emeril	Lagasse’s	Culinary	Garden	and	
Teaching	Kitchen	at	Starlight	Elementary	School,	both	in	Coco's	memory.	
	
Funded	18	full	or	partial	scholarships	for	kids	at	All	About	Theatre,	County	
Park	Friends	and	Jacob’s	Heart	and	The	Art	Factory.		
	
Partnered	with	County	Park	Friends	to	provide	nearly	4,000	books	to	students	
in	Pajaro	Valley	Unified	School	District's	Extended	Learning	Program.		
	
Partnered	with	Diversify	Your	Stack	to	provide	kids	and	families	better	access	
to	a	range	of	stories	and	experiences.		
	
Placed	a	Little	Free	Library	at	Mar	Vista	Elementary	and	a	Little	Free	Pantry	at	
The	Episcopal	Church	of	St.	John,	both	in	memory	of	Ziva	Mitnick,	another	
wonderful	child	gone	too	soon.	
	
Beautified	our	memorial	lavender	garden	at	the	Homeless	Garden	Project	
with	a	new	mural	by	talented	local	artist	Priscilla	Martinez.	
	
Sponsored	Seacliff	State	Beach	through	Save	Our	Shores.	We	hosted	three	
official	beach	clean-ups,	engaging	110	volunteers,	and	collecting	140	pounds	
of	trash	and	recycling	
	
Recycled	more	than	100	pounds	of	pens,	toothbrushes,	beauty	products	and	
more	through	our	partner	Terracycle,	including	more	than	1,100	dental	
hygiene	products.		

	

 
	
	
	



Goals	for	2022	
	
Continue	fundraising	for	the	Children’s	
Memorial	Reading	Garden	at	the	Aptos	 
public	library.	
	
Finish	our	commitment	to	the	Emeril	
Culinary	Garden	and	Teaching	Kitchen	
at	Starglight	Elementary.	
	
	
Expand	our	Big	Book	Days	program	
from	3	to	8	schools.	This	would	bring	the	total	students	that	we	reach	through	our	
school-based	literacy	programs	to	10,000	students	in	the	2022-2023	school	year.		

	
Resume	some	of	our	fundraisers,	such	as	our	Spring	fun	run.	Also,	shift	our	focus	to	
work	on	grants	to	ensure	more	sustainable	fundraising.	
	
	

	


