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Letter	from	the	Executive	
Director:	
	
We	spent	2020	focused	on	
what	we	could	do.	We	made	
donations	to	our	non-profit	
partners,	such	as	County	Park	
Friends	and	Teen	Kitchen	
Project,	ensuring	they	were	
able	to	serve	our	county’s	
most	vulnerable,	including	
families	of	essential	workers	
and	families	impacted	by	
cancer	and	other	life-
threatening	diseases.		
	
We	also	worked	with	local	
schools	and	other	
organizations	that	serve	kids	

to	create	a	safe	plan	for	delivering	books	to	kids	during	school	closures.	As	always,	
we	are	grateful	to	our	volunteers,	partners	and	donors	for	helping	us	get	books	to	
our	Little	Free	Libraries,	to	farm	worker	families	and	to	children	in	foster	care.	Some	
school	librarians	even	gift	wrapped	books	for	their	students,	making	our	Birthday	
Books	even	more	special	for	local	students.		
	
I	am	so	proud	that	we	completed	our	commitments	to	Save	the	Redwoods	and	
Homeless	Garden	project,	supporting	the	programs	while	also	ensuring	permanent	
memorials	to	Coco	Lazenby.		And	I	am	proud	that	we	were	honored	with	a	KCBA	
FOX	35	High	Five	Award	for	our	dedication	to	the	community.	
	
We	look	forward	to	returning	to	some	of	our	favorite	activities	in	the	near	future,	
such	as	our	spring	fun	run	or	our	summer	book	giveaways	at	the	Watsonville	
Farmer’s	Market.		But	we	are	grateful	that	our	community	continues	to	support	our	
work	during	this	most	unusual	year	–	and	remains	focused	on	helping	local	kids	
grow	up	healthy	and	with	opportunities	to	pursue	their	dreams.		
	
Love,	
Kate	Pavao	
Executive	Director		
info@livelikecoco.com	
 
	

	
	 	



Organization	Overview:	
	
Live	Like	Coco	is	a	non-profit	organization	based	in	Aptos,	
California.	It	was	formed	in	2016	to	help	kids	in	the	Santa	Cruz	
County	area	grow	up	healthy	and	with	opportunities	to	pursue	
their	dreams.	Live	Like	Coco’s	work	focuses	on	Literacy,	
Nature,	Health	&	Wellness	and	Scholarship	Funding.	
	
	

	
Highlights	
	

• Delivered	more	than	6,000	new	books	to	local	public	schools	through	our	
Birthday	Books	from	Coco	program.	

• Distributed	more	than	4,000	additional	books	to	low-income	students,	foster	
kids,	homeless	teens	and	farm	worker	families.	

• Finalized	permanent	memorials	to	Coco	Lazenby	at	the	Forest	of	Nisene	
Marks,	Leo's	Haven	and	the	Homeless	Garden	Project.	

• Donated	nearly	$15,000	to	support	Save	the	Redwoods,	Teen	Kitchen	Project	
and	other	local	non-profits.	

• Funded	7	full	or	partial	scholarships	for	kids	at	All	About	Theatre	and	The	
Art	Factory.	

• Partnered	with	County	Park	Friends	to	produce	a	daily	virtual	story	program	
as	part	of	a	COVID-19	response	strategy.	

• Placed	two	Little	Free	Libraries	in	our	county	parks:	Polo	Grounds	Park	and	
Willowbrook	Park.	

• Worked	with	Digital	Nest	to	launch	a	new	map	of	all	our	11	Little	Free	
Library	locations.	

• Partnered	with	Diversify	Your	Stack	to	
represent	a	wider	variety	of	languages,	
ethnicities,	family	backgrounds	and	
abilities	in	our	literacy	program.	

• Became	an	official	sponsor	of	Seacliff	
State	Beach	in	Aptos.	

• Collected	117.5	pounds	of	trash	and	
recycling	during	three	Save	Our	Shores	
beach	clean-ups,	engaging	96	volunteers.	

• Recycled	more	than	100	pounds	of	pens,	toys,	toothbrushes,	beauty	products	
and	more	through	our	partner	Terracycle.	

	 	

	



2020   Financial Health 
 

Total Assets (No Liabilities) as of December 2019: $37,615.50 
Total Assets (No Liabilities) as of December 2020: $46,274.56 

 
 

Total Donations:  $53,163       
Total Giving:   $31,298       
Operating Expenses:  $8,448 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 
	

Goals	for	2021	
	

	Continue	funding	projects	and	providing	
volunteers	to	strengthen	organization’s	
that	support	kids,	especially	around	our	

four	goals:	literacy,	nature,	
health&wellness	and	scholarship	funding.	

	
	

Find	safe	ways	to	bring	more	books	to	kids,	
such	as	returning	to	the	Watsonville	
Farmer’s	Market	for	summer	book	

giveaways.		
	

Stengthen	our	commitment	to	diversifying	
the	books	we	distribute,	making	sure	that	
we	provide	a	greater	variety	of	books	in	
Spanish,	and	that	our	books	feature	people	

of	diverse	ethnic	backgrounds,	family	structures	and	abilities.		
	
	


